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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent light from leaking from the wall 
face of a ramp in a projecting or recessed part, in an EL element to 
bring down light below a transparent substrate by disposing a 
luminescent layer placed between a pair of electrodes on projecting 
parts among projecting and recessed parts formed on the transparent 
substrate. 

SOLUTION: Plural striped and transparent electrodes 3 are formed on 
projecting parts 2b among plural striped projecting and recessed parts 2 
formed on one side 1a of a transparent substrate 1, a luminescent layer 
4 is formed on one side of the projecting parts 2b and the transparent 
electrodes 3, and plural striped counter electrodes 5 are formed on the 
luminescent layer 4. A light reflecting film 6 of aluminum and gold is 
formed on the wall side 2c of a ramp in each projecting or recessed part 
2, and is electrically connected to each transparent electrode 3, while an 
adjacent light reflecting film 6 is electrically separated by the recessed 
part 2a. 
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English Translation of [0029] - [0038] 

[0029] Next, a manufacturing method for an EL element 100 according 
to this embodiment is described. Figs. 2(a) to 2(f) and Figs. 3(a) 
and 3(b) show an example of the manufacturing method. First, a 
transparent planer substrate Kl made of glass or the like is prepared 

(Fig. 2 (a) ) and projecting/recessed parts are formed on one surface 
of the planer substrate Kl through a physical method such as machining 
or a chemical method using a drug solution to form a substrate 1 
having projecting/recessed parts 2 (Fig. 2(b)). 

[0030] According to a physical method for formation of the 
pro j ecting/recessed parts, first, a photosensitive resin is applied 
over a whole surface of the planer substrate Kl, and then parts 
of the photosensitive resin where projecting parts 2b are to be 
formed are left through a photo process using a photo mask. 
Thereafter, through sand blast or ion irradiation, the substrate 
Kl is ground to obtain recessed parts 2a, and then by peeling the 
photosensitive resin off, the substrate 1 having the 
projecting/recessed parts 2 is obtained. 

[0031] Alternatively, instead of using the photosensitive resin, 
a metal mask having opening parts corresponding to the recessed 
parts 2a is disposed immediately above the planer substrate Kl and 
sand blast or ion irradiation is performed from its upper surface 
side, thereby making it possible to obtain the substrate 1 having 
the projecting/recessed parts 2. Then, according to a chemical 
method for formation of the projecting/recessed parts, first, a 
photosensitive resin is applied over the whole surface of the planer 
substrate Kl, and then parts of the photosensitive resin where a 
projecting parts 2b are to be formed are left through a photo process 
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using a photo mask. Thereafter, a drug solution according to the 
substrate Kl, such as hydrofluoric acid for a glass substrate, is 
used for etching the substrate Kl . After obtaining the recessed 
parts 2a, by peeling the photosensitive resin off, the substrate 
1 having the projecting/recessed parts 2 is obtained. 
[0032] Next, as shown in Fig. 2(c), a light reflecting film 6 is 
formed over the whole surface of the substrate 1 through sputtering, 
evaporation, or the like. Subsequently, a photosensitive resin is 
applied over a whole surface of the film, and a part of the 
photosensitive resin where a wall side 2c of a ramp in each 
projecting/recessed part 2 is to be formed is left through a photo 
process. Thereafter, the light reflecting film 6 is etched using 
an etchant (Fig. 2 (d) ) . For example, when aluminum is used for the 
light reflecting film 6, potassium hydrate or thermal phosphoric 
acid is used as the etchant. 

[0033] Then, the photosensitive resin is removed to obtain the 
substrate 1 having the light reflecting film 6 formed on the wall 
side 2c of the ramp. Next, film formation of transparent electrodes 

3 is performed over a whole surface of the substrate through sputtering, 
evaporation, or the like as shown in Fig. 2 (e) . Thereafter, as shown 
in Fig. 2(f), the transparent electrodes 3 are patterned to obtain 
the substrate 1 having the transparent electrodes 3 on the projecting 
parts 2b electrically connected to the light reflecting film 6 on 
the wall side 2c of the ramp. 

[0034] Subsequently, as shown in Fig. 3(a), a luminescent layer 

4 is formed over a whole surface of the substrate. In the case of 
an inorganic EL, film formation of subsequently laminating three 
layers including an insulating film made of silicon oxide, an 
inorganic luminescent layer mainly made of zinc sulfide, and an 
insulating film made of silicon oxide is performed through sputtering 
or evaporation, for example. In the case of an organic EL, the film 
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formation thereof is performed through vacuum evaporation, spin 
coating, or the like. 

[0035] After that, film formation through sputtering, evaporation, 
or the like and patterning through a photo process are performed 
on top of the substrate, thereby forming a counter electrode 5 (Fig. 
3(b)). Thus, the EL element 100 shown in Fig. 1 is completed. 
Alternatively, the EL element 100 can also be manufactured using 
a method described below. Figs. 4 (a) to 4 (e) show another example 
of the manufacturing method for the EL element 100. 
[0036] First, the transparent electrodes 3 are formed over a whole 
surface of the planer substrate Kl (Fig. 4 (a) ) , and after a 
photosensitive resin is formed over whole surfaces of the transparent 
electrodes, parts of the photosensitive resin where the projecting 
parts 2b are to be formed are left through a photo process using 
a photo mask K2 (Fig. 4 (b) ) . Thereafter, through sand blast or ion 
irradiation, the substrate Kl and the transparent electrodes 3 are 
ground to obtain the recessed parts 2a, and then by peeling the 
photosensitive resin off, the substrate 1 having the transparent 
electrodes 3 formed on the projecting/recessed parts 2 and the 
projecting parts 2b is obtained (Fig. 4(c)). 

[0037] Note that even without using the photosensitive resin, a 
metal mask having opening parts corresponding to the recessed parts 
2a is disposed immediately above the planer substrate Kl and sand 
blast or ion irradiation is performed from its upper surface side, 
thereby making it possible to obtain a similar substrate 1 having 
the projecting/recessed parts 2. Next, the light reflecting film 
6 is formed over the whole surface of the substrate (Fig. 4(d)), 
and a photosensitive resin is applied over a whole surface of the 
film. Then, a part of the photosensitive resin where the wall side 
2c of the ramp in each projecting/recessed part 2 is to be formed 
is left through a photo process. 
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[0038] Thereafter, the light reflecting film 6 is etched using an 
etchant (Fig. 4(e)). Then, the photosensitive resin is removed, 
thereby obtaining the substrate 1 having the light reflecting film 
6 formed on the wall side 2c of the ramp and electrically connected 
to the transparent electrodes 3 of the projecting parts 2b. 
Subsequently, the luminescent layer 4 and the counter electrode 
5 are formed on top of the substrate as in Fig. 3, thereby obtaining 
the EL element 100 shown, in Fig. 1. 
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